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Medical School Hotline

School of Medicine Departments — Year in Review 2017, Part 2
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Karen Thompson, MD; Ivica Zalud MD

In 1993, the Medical School Hotline was founded by Satoru Izutsu PhD (former vice-dean UH JABSOM), it is a monthly column from the University of Hawai‘i 
John A. Burns School of Medicine and is edited by Kathleen Kihmm Connolly PhD; HJMPH Contributing Editor. 

This article is a continuation of highlights from each department 
in areas of scholarly, research, and service activities for calen-
dar year 2017. This issue includes the following departments: 
Native Hawaiian health; obstetrics, gynecology, and women’s 
health; pathology; pediatrics; psychiatry; surgery; and tropical 
medicine, medical microbiology, and pharmacology.

Native Hawaiian Health 
The Department of Native Hawaiian Health continues to be a 
center of excellence in medical education, health disparities 
research, clinical services, and community engagement aimed 
at improving the health of Native Hawaiians and other Pacific 
Peoples. The 2017 year was exciting and productive for the 
department as it worked toward enhancing its mission and 
outreach. 
 In the medical education division, the department received 
an additional five years of funding from the Health Resources 
and Services Administration (HRSA) of the US Department 
of Health and Human Services to support the Native Hawai-
ian Center for Excellence (NHCOE). The NHCOE has been 
in existence for 26 years. Its mission is to recruit students into 
health professions, promote faculty and student development, 
implement cultural competence development training, and dis-
seminate information resources relevant to the health of Native 
Hawaiians. 
 In the research division, the department expanded its NIH-
funded basic biomedical science research. In partnership with 
the John A. Burn’s School of Medicine’s (JABSOM) new 
Diabetes Center of Biomedical Research Excellence, new clini-
cal and community-based research programs were developed. 
The internal medicine practice, Lau Ola Clinic, transitioned to 
the Department of Medicine’s primary care clinic on Queen’s 
Medical Center’s Punchbowl campus. The clinic is expanding 
its behavioral health services. 
 The community engagement division has grown the Ulu 
Network of community-based organizations across Hawaiʻi 
and Southern California to include 38 organizations with over 
80 sites. A number of these organizations were supported with 

funds for dissemination of research innovations and programs. 
In addition, the department was also involved with the Native 
Hawaiian Health Task Force, that authorized a Hawaiʻi State 
Senate resolution to advance policy and program recommenda-
tions to improve the health of Native Hawaiians. 
 The clinical division provided medical support for the Poly-
nesian Voyaging Society’s World Wide Voyage (2014-2017). 
Drs. Marjorie Mau, Dee-Ann Carpenter and Martina Kamaka 
served on board as Medical Officers.
 Please visit the department’s new website for more informa-
tion at http://dnhh.hawaii.edu/.

Obstetrics, Gynecology, and Women’s Health 
The core values of the Department of Obstetrics, Gynecology, 
and Women’s Health (OB/GYN), integrity and excellence, 
inspire the department to achieve its mission of advancing 
women’s health in Hawai‘i through excellence in education, 
research, clinical care, and community service in perpetuity. 
 The department maintains a large, diverse faculty team who 
serve in numerous leadership capacities in our medical school 
and national and international clinical societies. Within this year, 
seven new faculty members have joined the department. This 
includes Dr. Kareem Khozaim, who fulfills the department’s 
initiative to improve access to health care on the neighbor islands 
by expanding care to Hawaiʻi Island (Hilo). Four faculty mem-
bers were promoted. Twelve faculty members are listed among 
Hawaii’s “Best Doctors.” Last academic year faculty, fellows, 
residents and students published 33 peer reviewed publications 
and presented original research with 26 peer-reviewed abstracts. 
Maternal Fetal Medicine faculty Dr. Stacy Tsai was awarded 
the prestigious NIH funded Reproductive Scientist Award. Drs. 
Tod Aeby, Mark Hiraoka, and Holly Olson are examiners with 
the American Board of OB/GYN, a national honor for educa-
tors in this field. Additionally, Dr. Ivica Zalud, Professor and 
Department Chair, was recognized as the 2017 Physician of the 
Year by the Hawaiʻi Medical Association (HMA) and elected as 
the only fellow from Hawai‘i to the American Gynecological 
and Obstetrical Society. 
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 The department provides a wide range of highly specialized 
women’s health care in areas such as general obstetrics and 
gynecology, maternal fetal medicine, obstetric and gyneco-
logic ultrasound, gynecologic oncology, urogynecology and 
pelvic reconstructive surgery, menopause, family planning, 
reproductive endocrinology and infertility, addiction medicine, 
and critical care. The clinical practice is a part of the Univer-
sity Health Partners of Hawai‘i, JABSOM’s faculty practice 
plan. The nationally recognized OB/GYN residency program, 
since 1948, is among the top 5% programs in the country. The 
department hosts two nationally recognized post residency fel-
lowships in family planning and maternal-fetal medicine. The 
third year medical student clerkship and fourth year electives 
are consistently some of the highest rated rotations by students 
from JABSOM and those visiting from other medical schools. 
The department continues to serve communities in Wai‘anae, 
Kalihi-Palama, Waimanalo, Lana‘i and now in Hilo. In addition, 
our subspecialists serve Kaua‘i, Maui, Lana‘i and Hawai‘i. 
 The department experienced major philanthropic investments; 
more than $8 million dollars were donated by its community 
and department members. Currently, the Ob/Gyn Department 
has two endowed chairs, five endowed professorships, and two 
endowed programs. Each philanthropic contribution plays a 
vital part in advancing medical education and research, com-
munity outreach, and professional development, in addition to 
supporting women’s health care and the people of Hawaiʻi. 

Pathology
The Department of Pathology faculty members continue to 
provide high quality anatomic and clinical pathology services 
to the state of Hawaiʻi at various practice sites. The depart-
ment continues to play a role in JABSOM’s teaching where 
faculty members serve as course directors, tutors, and pathology 
laboratory instructors in problem-based learning units.  The 
department also facilitates medical student autopsy rotations, 
and third and fourth year laboratory elective rotations. Three 
residents graduated from the pathology residency program in 
June; all obtained competitive fellowship positions at University 
of California – Davis, University of California – Los Angeles, 
MD Anderson Cancer Center, and Vanderbilt University. The 
department welcomed three first year pathology residents for 
the 2017-2018 year. Residents have opportunities to work 
with faculty in research projects. Faculty members published 
15 journal articles over the last year. Faculty members at the 
Blood Bank of Hawaiʻi presented at the Transfusion Medicine 
Symposium in May, which was highly valued by blood bank 
personnel, clinicians, and the community. Dr. Jane Uyehara-Lock 
is congratulated for completing the Professional Mentoring Skills 
Enhancing Diversity (PROMISED) Program at the University 
of Pittsburgh over the summer, earning a certificate in Research 
Leadership aimed at developing skills for mentoring diverse 
trainees pursuing biomedical research careers.

Pediatrics 
The Department of Pediatrics continues to grow to meet the 
clinical service expectations of the community for specialty care 

with a safety net for all children throughout the state. Growth has 
included increasing partnerships within the community, includ-
ing Queen’s Health Care Centers, Kaiser Permanente, Tripler 
Amy Medical Center, and Shriners Hospitals for Children. Due 
to the organized system for pediatric care, the clinical learning 
environment for medical students, residents, and neonatology 
fellows remains strong. Ten JABSOM students chose a career 
in pediatrics in 2017. 
 In research, the Department of Pediatrics was awarded a 
National Institutes of Health grant: Hawai‘i IDeA Center for 
Pediatric and Adolescent Clinical Trials (HIPACT). This oppor-
tunity supports an infrastructure in partnership with Kapiʻolani 
Medical Center for Women & Children and Waiʻanae Coast 
Comprehensive Health Center to make available clinical stud-
ies to improve the health of children in Hawai‘i. As part of the 
program, faculty members will have opportunities to participate 
in professional development activities.

Psychiatry
The year 2017 was a positive year for the Department of 
Psychiatry. Among the faculty, two were promoted: Dr. Asad 
Ghiasuddin to Clinical Associate Professor and Dr. Susana 
Helm to Professor. Several faculty won important awards: 
Dr. Gretchen Gavero received the University of Hawaiʻi at 
Mānoa’s (UHM) Chancellor’s Citation for Meritorious Teach-
ing; Dr. Jeanelle Sugimoto-Matsuda received the Outstanding 
Community Mental Health Leader award from Mental Health 
America of Hawaiʻi; and Dr. William Haning and Dr. Satoru 
Izutsu received the inaugural Judge James S. Burns Award for 
Community Service.    
 The department continued to cover high-volume, high-value 
clinical services in support of the clinical learning environment 
at the partner healthcare systems, including Queen’s Health 
Systems/Queen’s Medical Center, Department of Health Child 
and Adolescent Mental Health Division, Kapiʻolani Medical 
Center for Women & Children/Kapiʻolani Behavioral Health Ser-
vices. The department expanded involvement with community 
sites and initiated new school-based contracts at Kamehameha 
Schools and the University of Hawaiʻi (UH) School of Nursing/
Department of Education. 
 In medical student recruitment, approximately 14.3% of UH-
JABSOM’s graduating seniors chose psychiatry. This represents 
more than double the national average. This year, the depart-
ment matched medical students into seven positions in general 
psychiatry and three in child and adolescent psychiatry. 
 In research, the department was productive with numerous 
peer-reviewed publications, national and international presen-
tations, and extramural grants and contracts. See website for 
the department’s list of publications and abstracts (http://blog.
hawaii.edu/dop/research/publications-abstracts/). 
 Finally, through the generosity and diligent efforts of the 
people in the department and colleagues in the community, the 
Walter F. Char, MD, John F. McDermott, MD, and Naleen N. 
Andrade, MD, Endowed Professorship in Psychiatry, through 
UH Foundation, achieved the endowment level of endowed 
professorship. 
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Surgery 
2017 was a year of continued growth and expansion for the 
UHM Department of Surgery. The department opened the 
University Health Partners of Hawaiʻi (UHP) outpatient clinic 
at Queen’s Medical Center (POB 2, 207) in January, where 
Drs. Kenric Murayama, Dean Mikami, and Stacey Woodruff 
now see patients. The department’s UHP outpatient clinic at 
Kuakini Medical Center experienced increased business with 
the addition of two new surgeons: Dr. Carl “Joey” Tadaki in 
late 2016; and Dr. Chad Cryer in September 2017. At Queen’s 
Medical Center – West Oʻahu, the department hired Dr. Irminne 
Van Dyken in July 2017 to serve as Director of Surgical Edu-
cation.  The department’s over 40 compensated and over 300 
noncompensated faculty members continue to support the 
academic mission of JABSOM by teaching medical students 
and residents.
 The department’s philanthropic efforts also continued to thrive 
in February 2017. With generous funding from an anonymous 
donor, the department is on its way to funding an endowed chair 
position named after past Department Chair Thomas Whelan. A 
Whelan Society was created and annually a prominent surgeon 
is invited to speak on a cutting edge topic. In November 2017, 
the first Whelan Visiting Professor was Dr. John Hunter, Chair 
of Surgery at Oregon Health & Science University, his topic 
was “Surgical Residency Redesign: Is It Time?”
 In addition, the department hosted its very first Surgical 
Innovation, Technology, and Education (SITE) conference in 
February 2017, overseen by Dr. Mikami. Covering the latest 
in complex general surgery techniques, the conference is now 
an annual event. In February 2017, the department hosted its 
5th biennial Cross-Cultural Health Care Conference, which 
included local (UH and JABSOM), national, and international 
experts in cross-cultural health care.

Tropical Medicine, Medical Microbiology, 
and Pharmacology
The Department of Tropical Medicine, Medical Microbiology, 
and Pharmacology has had a productive year for faculty and 
students in 2017. Tropical medicine PhD graduate, Glen Chew, 
received the 2017 UH Manoa Student Excellence in Research 
Award (Doctoral Level). Tropical medicine graduate faculty 
Dr. Richard Yanagihara was recognized as the Advancing Sci-
ence in America Foundation Honolulu Scientist of the Year. Six 

faculty members received new or renewal NIH grants in 2017: 
Dr. Saguna Verma - R21 Zika Response grant; Dr. Lishomwa 
Ndhlovu -R21 on HIV glycomic interactions; Dr. Axel Lehrer 
- R01 grant on a thermostable trivalent filovirus vaccine; Dr. 
Mukesh Kumar - R21 grant for a guinea pig model of Zika virus 
disease; Dr. Bruce Shiramizu - R21 grant on anal neoplasia in HIV 
and HPV co-infected individuals; and Dr. Vivek Nerurkar - D43 
grant to support the Northern Pacific Global Health Research 
Fellows Training Consortium. PhD student Liana Medina was 
awarded an NIH Minority Supplement Award to support her 
dissertation research on filovirus vaccines under the mentor-
ship of Dr. Lehrer. Two undergraduate students participating in 
the Minority Health International Research Training Program; 
Michael Fernandez and Jovikka Antallan, received travel awards 
to attend a national conference in Arizona during which they 
both received outstanding research presentation awards. Post-
doctoral fellow Dr. Wen-Yang Tsai received a travel award to 
present his Zika virus and dengue virus research at the annual 
American Society for Tropical Medicine and Hygiene meeting 
in November.
 Tropical Medicine faculty and students have been active in 
community outreach. Drs. Kenton Kramer, William Gosnell, 
and De Wolfe Miller were appointed by Governor David 
Ige to the Rat Lungworm Joint Task Force, chaired by Dr. 
Kramer. Tropical medicine graduate students organized the 
Student Immunization Initiative (SII), which has spearheaded 
several projects to promote vaccination education and disease 
prevention in the community as well as health career recruit-
ment events for middle school, high school, and undergraduate 
students and teachers. SII received a Student Equity, Equality 
and Diversity (SEED) Award and supplemental funding from 
the Pacific Center for Emerging Infectious Diseases Research 
which enabled 10 Tropical Medicine graduate students to visit 
Kalaupapa to experience and share the history of Hansen’s 
disease in Hawai‘i.
 The Tropical Medicine Graduate Program graduated in the 
2016-17 academic year six MS and seven PhD students. In 
the same year, the new, one-year Tropical Medicine Graduate 
Certificate program was awarded to three students.
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